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CMC members Diane, Anne and Jill are gesturing "peace" and "hang loose" on Charlie's hike to Upper Powderhorn Lake.
Photo credit: Charlie Winger. See below on how to submit your favorite photo for the newsletter!

 



CMC members, please login first to register. 

If you're interested in volunteering at the annual dinner, please let us know at WSGofCMC@gmail.com. We're
needing help with table & kitchen set-up (4-4:30pm), check-in (4:30-5:30pm-ish) and tear-down & clean-up (7:30-
8pm). Thanks!

Interested in Joining the Western Slope Group Council?

https://www.cmc.org/groups-sections/groups-around-the-state/western-slope-group/events/western-slope-group-2024-annual-dinner


We're looking to fill two WSG Council volunteer positions -- Outings Chair and Vice Chair -- with two additional
WSG members. Four WSG members restarted the WSG in June 2020. Three of us are still on the Council --
Anne Keil, Brenda Leach and John Broadbooks. We later added Jill Mattoon and Claire McCullough. We meet
every other month, usually in person at a Council member's house. We all work together well and we enjoy each
other's company. We've been consistently plugging away since 2020 at enhancing the Western Slope Group by
adding more trips, activities and members. We now want to expand the WSG Council with two new members.
Contact us at WSGofCMC@gmail.com if you're interested. Here are descriptions for the Vice Chair and the
Outings Chair.

 

Welcome New Trip Leader Marsha Pritchard!
I’m a Colorado native and recently moved to Montrose from the Boulder area. I’ve been hiking on the Western
Slope for many years, yet feel I’ve only scratched the surface of what the area has to offer. I look forward to
hiking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing new and familiar trials in the surrounding area.

Montrose Daily Press Hiking Safety Article
WSG Chair, Anne Keil, was recently interviewed by the Montrose Daily Press for hiking safety information.
Check out the article below -- "How to stay safe on the trail". 

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/mpqbb/a7f6d8a2c8dd8c55e98357f156de6d19/Vice_Chair_Job_Description.pdf
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/mpqbb/ddfa488d554b0cefe379daf0fca2b20e/Outings_Chair_Job_Description.pdf


Conservation Corner

by Claire McCullough, WSG Conservation Chair

Utah State of Mind – The popularity of our Western Slope Group’s hiking and camping trips to Utah, including
an upcoming trip to the San Rafael Swell, warrants an update on recent developments impacting public lands in
Utah. 



Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument
The GSENM was established in 1996 by President Bill Clinton pursuant to the Antiquities Act. Originally 1.7
million acres were included, and later expanded to almost 1.9 million acres.  In 2017, the monument was reduced
in size by half because of a succeeding presidential proclamation.  In 2021, President Biden restored the
monument to its original size.  This necessitated the development of a new resource management plan by the
BLM.  Last year, the BLM solicited comments from the public. In November of 2023, the CMC Westen Slope
Group submitted a comment regarding the proposed Resource Management Plan for the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument.  A link to the comment may be found in the January 2024 newsletter.  On August
29, 2024, the BLM announced the release of the final resource management plan for the restored Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  According to the plan, core principles would emphasize “the protection
and maintenance of intact and resilient landscapes using an area management approach to selectively allow for
discretionary uses in appropriate settings.”  Four management areas – front country, passage area, outback area,
and primitive area – would be established. Photo credit of Grand Staircase - Escalante National Monument: BLM.

San Rafael Swell Travel Plan Comment

In July, we submitted a comment to the BLM regarding a draft travel management plan for the San Rafael Swell
region.  Currently 1,429 miles are open to motorized use in the 1.1 million acre area.  Two of the BLM’s proposed
alternatives would significantly increase the miles open to motorized use.  We supported the alternative that
prioritizes the protection of resources yet still leaves many of the existing routes open for motorized users.  You
can read the comment here. Photo credit of Crack Canyon, San Rafael Swell: BLM.

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/mpqbb/19ca15d854e5a2f0301e0b53c6f0856d/BLMCommentSanRafaelSwellJuly2024.docx


The State of Utah’s Attempted Land Grab of Federal
Lands 
Recently, the State of Utah including the governor and state attorney general filed a lawsuit with the United
States Supreme Court claiming that it is unconstitutional for the federal government to retain 18.5 million acres of
land located within the state of Utah.  Utah is alleging that these lands are “unappropriated” meaning that unlike
national parks and forests, national monuments, military installations and Native American reservations, they
have not been put to uses that the Utah leaders feel are “proper.”  Utah Governor Cox is hoping to gain local
control over these lands. Included in this attempted land grab is much of the San Rafael Swell, as well as land
near Lake Powell and the Bears Ears National Monument.  The Wilderness Society characterized the lawsuit as
“a brazen and undemocratic attempt to force the handover of millions of acres of American’s public lands to the
state — and ultimately to private companies planning to develop them.”  The lawsuit has been described by the
Editorial Board of the Salt Lake Tribune as a “total fantasy.”  Photo credit of Lower Calf Creek, Grand Staircase -
Escalante National Monument: Claire McCullough.

Heads-up on Hunting Season
Hunting season has started in Colorado. Check out this CMC article which lists the dates for this year. Be safe
out there!

https://www.cmc.org/blog/hunting-season-is-approaching


Durango Area CMC Update
At our September WSG Council meeting, we voted in Dan King as the new Durango Area Chair. Congrats Dan!

We're looking for Durango area volunteers to help plan activities (for which one does not have to be a leader)
and we're also looking for trip leaders. Trip leader school is free and online!

Contact us at WSGofCMC@gmail.com for more info or to get involved!

WSG Facebook Group 
We have a private Facebook group called "CMC Western Slope Group". This group is available to post photos,
announce last minute trips, trip reminders or activities. If you're interested, send a request in Facebook to join the
group.

ALL CMC OUTINGS : The CMC Trips List & Map
Guests must create an account and sign a waiver before signing up for trips and may attend up to 2 trips. If a trip
is full, please sign up on the waitlist as there are participants that cancel. Click here to find out about new trips
after they're posted.

TRIPS: All of our activities are in one place at Western Slope Group Calendar

Thursday, 9/26. Hiking - Thomas Lakes. Moderate. Jennifer Rhamy.

Friday, 9/27. Hiking - Crystal Mill Fall Colors Hike. Moderate. Anne Keil. 

Saturday, 9/28. Hiking - South Baldy, Middle Baldy and North Baldy Mountains. Challenging. Charlie Winger.

9/30-10/3. Backpack - Conundrum Hot Springs. Challenging. Backpacking Section.

Friday, 10/4. Hiking - Ribbon Trail, Bangs Canyon Recreational Area. Moderate. Victor Ketellapper.

Saturday, 10/5. Hiking - Curecanti Creek Trail. Moderate. Jay Johnson. 

Sunday, 10/6. Hiking - North Vista Trail, Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park. Moderate. Daniel Glatter.

10/10-13. Camp - WSG 5th Annual Green River Camping / San Rafael Swell Hiking Trip. Fee. Waitlist.

Thursday, 10/10. Hiking - Old Woman Wash (Green River Camping Participants Only). Easy. Anne Keil.

https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips#b_start=0
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/mpqbb/d73bdde1331831ea45858a00c5bcc4a8/NewTripsNotifications.pdf
https://www.cmc.org/groups-sections/groups-around-the-state/western-slope-group/events
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-thomas-lakes-2
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-crystal-mill-fall-color-hike
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-hike-up-a-series-of-trails-and-off-trail-to-the-summits-of-south-baldy-middle-baldys-and-north-baldy-mountains
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/backpack-2013-conundrum-hot-springs
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-ribbon-trail-bangs-canyon-recreational-area-near-grand-junction-co
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-curecanti-creek-trail-1
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-black-canyon-of-the-gunnison-national-park-1
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/camp-2013-wsg-5th-annual-green-river-camping-san-rafael-swell-hiking-trip
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-old-woman-wash-for-green-river-camping-participants-only


Friday, 10/11. Hiking - Little Wild Horse Canyon (Green River Camping Participants Only). Moderate. Jill Mattoon.

Friday, 10/11. Hiking - Little Wild Horse & Bell Canyon (Green River Camping Participants Only). Moderate.
Jennifer Rhamy.

Saturday, 10/12. Hiking - Straight Wash/Eardley Pool (Green River Camping Participants Only). Easy. Bud Tasch.

Sunday, 10/13. Hiking - Sego Canyon (Green River Camping Participants Only). Easy. Jennifer Rhamy.

Saturday, 10/19. Seminar - Late Migrating Birds at Pastorius Reservoir SWA (Durango Area). Easy. Mike Foster
via Sierra Club.

Sunday, 10/20. Scramble – Leon Peak, Grand Mesa. Challenging. Daniel Glatter.

Saturday, 10/26. Seminar - More Fall Birds along the Animas River (Farmington NM). Easy. Mike Foster via
Sierra Club.

Sunday, 11/10. Hiking - Kokopelli Loops Trail. Moderate. Anne Keil.

TBD Sept/Oct 2025. Palisade Plunge Hiker Shuttle. Difficult. Anne Keil.

COVID policy for trips: updated Dec 9, 2022

 

PRESENTATIONS / COURSES / EVENTS

Monday, 9/30. Webinar- Moving from the American Mountaineering Center. CMC staff.

Saturday, 11/2. 2024 WSG Annual Dinner in Montrose. See above for more info. Fee.

CMC Schools & Classes Webpage:  **For some classes and schools that are offered on the full CMC calendar
(typically on the front range or via ZOOM), we can arrange field days on this side of the state but need a minimum
number of participants between the various CMC groups. Please let us know if something interests you.

Trip Leader Training: We are seeking trip leaders! The free training consists of self paced online modules and
one training hike plus Wilderness First Aid. Leader training online is also available to current leaders as a
refresher. 

ATA and AIARE: Description and schedule for avalanche training courses, ATA curriculum is being updated and
hopefully available online only this winter!

Wilderness First Aid: Schedule for front range locations. 

WFA Instructors Wanted: Are you WFA or higher (WFR, medical professional, etc.) certified and interested in
helping recertify/teach WFA to our members and leaders locally? Teaching also renews your certification and the
training is free.

Seeking Monthly Newsletter Content
We'd like your help! If you have requests for newsletter content or would like to contribute, let us know! The
deadline to submit information, articles or photos is the 25th of each month for the following month's newsletter.
Email the WSG newsletter editor, Brenda Leach, at WSGNewsEditor@gmail.com. Here are our past newsletters.

https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-little-wild-horse-bell-canyon-san-rafael-swell-utah
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-little-wild-horse-bell-canyon-san-rafael-swell-utah-1
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-this-is-an-easy-5-0-mile-round-trip-hike-to-the-largest-perennial-pool-in-the-swell-this-is-only-for-participants-in-the-green-river-camping-activity-sponsored-by-the-western-slope-group
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-sego-canyon-is-a-unique-area-with-3-different-eras-of-ancient-rock-art-to-view-and-admire-a-short-distance-from-i-70-this-short-hike-will-look-at-what-some-think-are-the-best-petroglyphs-in-eastern-utah-plan-on-1-2-hours
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-late-migrating-birds-at-pastorius-reservoir-swa
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/scramble-2013-grand-mesa
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-more-fall-birds-along-the-animas-river-in-farmington-nm
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-kokopelli-loops-trail-3
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/trips/find-trips/hiking-2013-palisade-plunge-hiker-shuttle
https://www.cmc.org/about/risk-management/covid-19-protocols
https://www.cmc.org/about/risk-management/covid-19-protocols
https://www.cmc.org/events/cmc-virtual-fireside-chat-moving-from-the-american-mountaineering-center
https://www.cmc.org/groups-sections/groups-around-the-state/western-slope-group/events/western-slope-group-2024-annual-dinner
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses/schools-classes-overviews/trip_leader_school
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses/schools-classes-overviews/avalanche-education
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses/schools-classes-overviews/wilderness-first-aid
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses/schools-classes-overviews/school-overview-collections/wilderness-medicine-calendar
https://www.cmc.org/education-adventure/schools-courses/schools-classes-overviews/wfa-instructor-program
https://www.cmc.org/groups-sections/groups-around-the-state/western-slope-group/newsletters


Western Slope Group Council 
Chair & Outings Chair:  Anne Keil (Montrose)

Vice Chair, Newsletter Editor, Annual Dinner Organizer:  Brenda Leach (Ridgway)

Treasurer:  John Broadbooks (Montrose)

Secretary:  Jill Mattoon (Ouray)

Conservation Chair:  Claire McCullough (Grand Junction)

Durango Area Chair:  Dan King (Durango)

We're on the CMC website at Western Slope Group, CMC Groups - Colorado Mountain Club. The next WSG
Council meetings will be held 11/4. Zoom availability, time and location will be determined closer to the meeting
dates. WSG members are welcome to attend.
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